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FDF(}Et what the wise rehitects often find themselves facing seemingly insurmount-
m did - dhi R able situations, with steep, inaccessible or impossible terrain or
man did - this house 1s conditions. Sometimes, if they are very innovative and very pa-
built INSIDE a rock. tient, they discover the path to an answer.
But seldom if ever has that answer been: Why don't we just
TEXT BY RICHARD DODI build the house IN the rock?

Orange County boasts some unusual homes, but certainly the
Aliso Rock House at Aliso Beach in South Laguna Beach iz one of
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on Jeannette took on the challenge to design a
home that met the community’s concerns. The solution was to
remove sting plant species, nurture them off-site and re-
plant after the home was he natural rock

CLure was

A tweestory steel and gl OINE W

rei

reed conerete roof that would su

ariginal rock, earth and pla
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it of the plants survived.
paare-fool home, built entirely within a natural
landform, is a head-turner. It is bounded by Paci







Highway, the Pacific Ocean and a private residence on one side
and a public beach/park and creek on the other. Those keen on
Orange County architecture will note that Jeannette also de-
signed the Gueei House, another notable structure, which sits
atop a bluff at the opposite end of Aliso Beach.

Jeamnette's design provided a number of energy-conserving
opportunities, The landtorm provided protection from heat and
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cold and attenuated sound from the busy highway, Natural light
and ventilation comes firom 50 feet of ocean facing tinted, dual-
glared glass doors, which are completely retractable, Skylights
and diseréetly placed windows provide additional thermal venti-
lation and lighting. Large glazs light wells arve fitted into the up-
per deck o introduce natural light into the lower-level deck
patio areas.
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Custom doors and glass-black walls bring light inta the house, built into 2 rock.

This design solution - to build within Lthe
rock form - took two vears of public hear-
ing= and eventually won praise and satis-
[action [rom all facets of the community.
The ¢ity’s zoning and coastal constraints
were satisfied, and the natural vegetation
and the publie view of this landform and
coastal scenic views were all protected.
The south-facing side of the site adjacent to
the public beach was donated to the city as
4 permanent scenic resource.

The community now regards this unigue
home with pride. The Rock retained itz
landmark status and the owner enjoys an
energy-conserving home on a speclacular
emvironmentally sensitive site.

The bright and airy interior spaces are a
surprizse (to those who expect to find a
eavel Tt is truly a unique Orange County
home,

fiichard F. Dodd, ALA, is fownder amd
president of Richard F, Dodd & Associate,
which specializes in custom residentiol
architecture. Write to rdodd @eoncen-
tric.met or Richard Dodd & Associate, 200
Shipyard Way, Cabin F, Newport Beach,
CA 82602 or go to www.richardhdodd.com.
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& Architect: Brion
Jeannelte & Associates
Inc., 470 Old Newport
Bivd., Hewport Beach
92553, 949-545-5854 and
www.custom
architecture.com

®  Langscaps architect:
Danigl Stewart &
Associates, 2793 Caming
Capistrang, Suite BZ, San
Clemente 92672,
9493819388
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