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making visionary landscape design a reality by Jan Lynn

You wouldn’t know by looking at him that Dan Stewart is a seer. Tall, with a ready
grin and bone-crushing handshake, he exudes infectious enthusiasm in discussing
his work: creating custom environments for exterior spaces. With a trained eye
for design, Dan sees individual elements such as soil, structures, plants and water
features arranged together in a completely personalized outdoor living space for
each of his clients.

SEEING WHAT CAN BE

As a licensed landscape architect, Stewart’s gift of seeing the future plays out in
his unique style of collaboration with every client. “I just try to listen well,” he
says. “I try to extract information from the client about how they live, whether the
pool is for exercise or fun, do they entertain formally or have kids playing. I try

to find out what they want. Some clients don’t know what they want, or they have
very specific needs or conflicting needs. You have to filter and figure out what
they’re really looking for, and then fit the pieces into a cohesive design. I do a lot
of listening.”

This cheerful philosophy defines Dan’s entire approach. “I present everything

I think and see and understand about the site. I verbally paint a picture in each
proposal of how I would design their property and see them living in it — before
I ever get the job. It helps them see the creative possibilities and they get excited
about it.” >>
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AN ARTFUL LIFE

The ability to “paint a picture” comes naturally — his father was an artist,
painting and throwing pottery. The family lived outside San Diego in a
small town of 400 people, and Dan actually attended the last one-room
school house i California. He and his two sisters mostly did artwork,
painting and learning to make pottery. Tt wasn’t until high school when
he saw a pamphlet in the library on landscape architecture that he knew
w he wanted to use his artistic talents,
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More environment than landscape, Stewart designs exterior space as a continuation of indoor places.
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HUMILITY AND HUMOR

With impressive projects in Newport Coast, Pelican Hill,
Crystal Cove and Shady Canyon, perhaps Dan’s most disarming
quality is his unexpected humility. Asked to name-drop about
celebrity projects he’s created, he’s hard pressed to remember
any, though former Angels pitcher Chuck Flnley and bestselling
author Dean Koontz finally come to mind.

Awards are another topic he brushes off as political and “silly.”
Though his face lights up with a huge grin as he recalls, “We
did get an award for Project Playhouse. We did the landscape
design for a Balinese-style playhouse with an authentic Balinese
garden.” Project Playhouse is an annual opportunity for design
professionals like Stewart in Southern California’s building
industry to collaborate in creating elaborate playhouses that

are auctioned off to benefit HomeAid Orange County, a local
nonprofit focused on ending homelessness. Dan admits, “I'm
not too into awards, but that was kind of fun.”

His most unusual design challenge was a sheik’s 50,000 square-
foot house in Saudi Arabia. The sheik was married to an inde-
pendent woman from Texas, who wanted a western-style garden
in the backyard with a pool and water slides, as well as a large
lawn area for their children. But in the front, culture required a
formal design, a traditional palace-style strictly ordered, yet very
luxurious. Dan tells the story with laughter, modestly divert-
ing attention from the remarkable scope of the project to its
incongruous quirkiness. In finding a solution to blend elegant
formal with loose westetn style, it’s obvious that he’s pleased his
design worked. >>

Stewarts authentic Balinese garden design
won a Project Playhouse award.




Stewart combines raw elements and innovative ideas into uncommon
einvironments that complement architectiral style.










10 f clients. Now, as properties
ate b - and sold, new owners rack him down to request additional work,
expressing appreciation for the beautiful space they inherited. This is an outcome
even Dan didn’t foresee — his designs transcend today and may be admited for
generations. And that is a beantiful viston for the future.
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Jor mare information, see the +11 on page 106.




